CHAPTER XIX

RESTORATION DRAMA (1660-88)
SOME GENERAL STUDIES

EARLY accounts of plays and dramatists are to be found
in Gerard Langbaine's An Account of the English Drama-
tick Poets (1691, second enl. ed. by Gildon, 1699; Acre
are important MS. annotations by William Oldys in a copy
of the 1691 ed. and others by J. Haslewood in a copy of the
1699 ed. in the Br. Mus.), IX E. Baker's The Companion to
the Playhouse, 1764, rev. ed. called Biographia Dramaticc
(1782)5 andj. Genest's Some Account of the English Stage f 1832).
Among critical essays of the nineteenth century the most im-
portant are Lamb's The Artificial Comedy of the Last Century in
Essays ofElia, Hazlitt's study in his Lectures on the English Comic
Writers, Leigh Hunt's Preface to his ed. of Wycherley, Con-
greve, Vanbrugh and Farquhar and Macaulay's review of.
this work in his essay on The Comic Dramatists of tht Restora-
tion > Allardyce NicolFs History of Restoration Drama (C.U.P.)
is the most complete modern survey. J. Palmer's The Comedj
of Manners and Bonamy Dobree's Restoration Comedy and
Restoration Tragedy (O.U.P.) are valuable and stimulating
modern critical works. W. L. Chase's The Heroic Plaj (Col-
umbia, 1903) -deals with one particular development of
Restoration drama. Two important American studies are
J. W. Krutch's Comedy and Conscience after the Restoration
(N.Y,, 1924), and Miss K. M. Lynch's Tfe Social          of

Restoration Comedy (ILM.P., 1926),

For conditions in the theatre reference should be made to
Pepys's Diary, Colley Gibber's Apology (modern ed. in Ev.
Lib.), Downes's Roscius Anglicanus (ed. M. Summers), M.
Summers's Restoration Theatre and Eleanour Boswell's Restora-
tion Court Stage. There is a hand-list of Restoration plays
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